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Abstract

This study examines the role of the Saraya, the military expeditions dispatched by the
Prophet Muhammad # without his personal participation, in the defensive and Article Details:
administrative organization of the State of Madinah. Classical Sirah and Maghazi works
generally narrate the Saraya as separate chronological episodes, leaving their collective
institutional function less analyzed. The study therefore asks what role the Saraya played in Accepted on 29 Jan, 2026
shaping the defensive and administrative structure of the Madinan state. Using a historical- Published on o4 Feb, 2026
analytical method and drawing on primary sources of Sirah, Maghazi, and Hadith, it first
clarifies the lexical and technical meaning of sariyya and its distinction from ghazwa and
ba‘th, then analyzes selected expeditions in terms of their objectives, command structure,
and operational functions. The findings indicate that the Saraya were not limited to armed Corresponding Authors*
engagement; depending on context, they served preventive defense, reconnaissance and
information gathering, rapid response, da‘wah, and contact with local leaders. The
appointment of commanders, the issuing of specific instructions, adherence to ethical and
treaty-based restrictions, and the flow of information between the center and field units
point to an organized practice. At the same time, the study stresses that the Saraya did not
share a uniform purpose; their functions varied with historical circumstances. It concludes
that the Saraya were an important practical instrument through which the central leadership
deployed limited forces for defined aims, and that their organization offers general
principles, rather than directly transferable institutional models, for modern reflection on
defense, command, information, and ethical restraint.
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