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Abstract

This article is looking into Blue Diplomacy and how it can be fit into Foreign Policy of
Pakistan. Blue Diplomacy denotes use of strategic maritime resources, in securing national
interests, promoting sustainable economic growth and addressing global challenges,
including climate change and food security. As the international economy relies more and
more on the oceans for their trade and energy, maritime doctrine has evolved into a central
piece of the national geopolitical puzzle. Situated at a strategic crossroads for critical
maritime trading lanes, Pakistan has substantial as yet unexplored maritime stakes in its
290,000 square km of Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), but is still to harness fully maritime
diplomacy as a foreign policy tool. This study underscores the role of Blue Diplomacy as an
enabler to realize the economic, security, and environmental dividends of Pakistan, in
particular by intensifying its collaboration with regional and global stakeholders. The
research highlights scope for Pakistan to leverage its maritime wealth, such as fisheries,
offshore energy and port infrastructure, to drive its economy and support stability in the
region. In addition, Blue Economy ventures can enable Pakistan to strike a balance between
sustainable development and maritime security. The manuscript ends by providing policy
options for Pakistan to optimise the use of its maritime diplomacy in the pursuit of national
and regional goals.
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INTRODUCTION

BACKGROUND AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY

The diplomacy is no longer limited merely to the traditional of politics negotiations,
military power, and economic considerations in the changing world of international
relations. More and more countries are exploring maritime approaches to defend and
extend their national interests. Blue Diplomacy is literally all the diplomatic dimensions
related to oceans, seas and the water bodies. It includes more than just security and
governance but also the economic, environmental and cultural dimensions that constitute
a nation’s maritime strategy. Blue Diplomacy has emerged as an important area of foreign
relations, and it is expanding at a pace that is several times faster than that of traditional
diplomacy, as countries increasingly realize the critical contribution of oceans to their
economic development and national, regional and global/security (Liu et al., 2021).

Blue Diplomacy as a subset of Blue Economy Blue Diplomacy functions within the
context of the Blue Economy-an approach to growth that both supports the health of the
ocean while providing jobs and improved livelihoods for the people (Zhao et al., 2020).
More - but not less - critical is the fact that the oceans hold enormous biodiversity,
mineral wealth and strategic sea lanes, and are now regarded as assets needing internal and
external management all around the world. In this context of increasing global population
and pressure on resources, Blue Diplomacy comes as a fundamental instrument for
countries to both keep under their command, and to expand their domination over, these
resources (Li & Zhang, 2021).

A key driver behind what could be termed ‘Blue Diplomacy’ is the increasing
recognition that we are entering a maritime age where power in the new century will hinge
on the control over the use of oceans’ resources for political and economic purposes. In
addition to the direct resources, food, energy, and minerals provided by the oceans, they
are the world’s main highways of international trade, with approximately 80% of global
trade in volume being transported by sea (Singh et al., 2022). Furthermore, the oceans play
a role in tackling global problems including climate change, environmental decline and
food security (Jensen et al., 2021). In such context Blue Diplomacy comes into picture as a
strategic instrument for states to secure their stakes and develop cooperative mechanisms
among nations (Patel et al., 2020).

This research is important in the context of Pakistan, a maritime state which has
tremendous under utilized potential in the form of its coast and EEZ (Exclusive Economic
Zone) and international shipping lanes. Situated strategically at the pivotal point of vital
international sea lanes in the Indian Ocean, Pakistan has not realized the full potential of
the sea resources for its economic development (Ahmed et al., 2023). This paper proposes
that Blue Diplomacy offers Pakistan a great chance to unlock its potential in terms of better
international relations, high level economic growth, better security at sea and environment
(Shah et al., 2022).

THE OCEAN ECONOMY AND MARITIME DIPLOMACY: SHAPING GLOBAL
GEOPOLITICS

The sea economy has emerged as one of the most strategic and vibrant sectors in the
geopolitics of the world. The ocean’s economy was estimated at 1.5 trillion dollars each year
which is 2-3% of global GDP (OECD (2016) In: Kemp & Porter (2020). This economy
incorporates sectors such as navigation, fisheries, marine tourism, off shore oil and gas,
renewable ocean energy and deep seabed mining. These are not only essential for economic
development, but are also leverage opportunities to geopolitically shape power relations
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(Wu et al., 2023). In an era when battles over control of maritime resources and strategic
maritime routes shape regional and global competition, the centrality of the oceans in
international diplomacy has intensified (Firth, 2021).

Maritime diplomacy describes the use of naval force and maritime strategy to
accomplish foreign policy goals. It encompasses heterogeneous activities, including the one
for a navy: Naval operations, combined military drills, port calls, as well as regional
maritime collaboration (Gul & Igbal, 2021). Naval powers use their fleets as a currency of
diplomacy indication of power, ensuring the availability of trade routes and increasing
their stature in the international politics (Khan et al.). Major maritime powers such as the
United States, China, India, and Russia etc, also have understood the utility and
importance of maritime diplomacy toward realization of their strategic objectives, as
enunciated through military power or security projection, sea lines protection and
international maritime partnership and cooperation (Raja et al., 2020).

Maritime diplomacy has become more significant as sea-trade contributes to more
than 80% of global trade (Raza & Tanveer, 2022). Given that more than 9o% of global
commodities are transported by sea, the states that depend largely on maritime trade are
left with no options but to ensure their diplomatic relations are steady with the dominant
maritime powers to secure their passage as well as the safety of their ships (Li & Zhang,
2023). It is in this context that the control of maritime chokepoints, particularly the
Malacca Strait, the Suez Canal, and the Bab el-Mandeb Strait, has become an important
element of geopolitical jockeying for position (Wu et al., 2023).

With this background, Blue Diplomacy offers states a comprehensive approach to
the protection of their maritime interests by promoting cooperation in protecting the seas,
the environment and in the sustainable use of marine resources (Evans et al., 2021). As the
world’s oceans grow interlinked, the capacity to manage maritime quarrels and cooperation
through diplomacy becomes important for global relations (Patel & Gupta, 2021).

The oceans also are a key to addressing global challenges such as climate change and
sustainable development. Marine ecosystems such as coral reefs, mangroves and coastal
wetlands are essential for biodiversity, climate regulation and for the provision of crucial
resources to local communities (Titterton & Park, 2021). Rising global warming generated
by increased concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere and rising sea levels put
high pressure on coastal ecosystems and those who rely on marine resources for their
subsistence (Olsen and Jensen, 2020). This is where Blue Diplomacy can serve a crucial role
in promoting international cooperation for the conservation of the oceans and sustainable
economic activities (Dalby, 2014) such as blue carbon programs (which directly support
local economies (Sharma et al., 2021) in order to address climate change.

All in all, the ocean economy and maritime diplomacy will be two significant
aspects of global geopolitics. At a time when countries vie to stake out their claim to marine
resources and to protect their maritime borders, Blue Diplomacy serves as an invaluable
building block of foreign policy, international cooperation, and sustainable development.
For states successfully pursuing maritime strategies as a priority of their foreign policy, this
promises substantial economic and geopolitical benefits (Bueger et al., 2020).

PAKISTAN'S MARITIME POTENTIAL AND THE RELEVANCE OF BLUE DIPLOMACY
Strategically vantage point at the Arabian Sea and the Indian Ocean position of Pakistan
has great maritime potential but unfortunately it is untapped. The country has a coastline
along the Arabian Sea, of more than 1,000 km, and its territory covers 325,229 km2, which
is the 62nd largest area in the world. It has a marine EEZ of around 240,000 km?, which is
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rich in marine resources such as fisheries, oil, gas, and minerals (Shah et al., 2022).
Furthermore, with Pakistan situated in the epicenters of vital maritime trading routes,
including the Strait of Hormuz and the Strait of Malacca, it is also in a geostrategically
critical location for world shipping and trade (Jameel & Khan, 2023).

Despite these benefits, Pakistan has not fully made use of her maritime power. With
a historical geopolitical rivalry with India, much of the nation’s foreign policy has
traditionally been driven by land-based security matters (Harrison & Lewin, 2022). This
continental bias has contributed to a form of sea blindness where its maritime assets have
not been fully integrated into its broader strategic planning (Firth, 2021). Thus, despite the
fact that Pakistan is bordered by rich maritime resources and trade routes, it has failed to
formulate a holistic maritime strategy and to incorporate Blue Diplomacy (Griffiths et al.,
2023).

Pakistan’s maritime diplomacy is still in its embryonic stage as compared to other
regional powers like India and China who have adopted a maritime strategy and naval
policies more actively to manifest their influence, so to say, the ‘blue water’ areas (Griffiths
& Zhang, 2021). In recent times, Pakistan has also initiated efforts to improve maritime
diplomacy, by participating in the joint naval exercise with China and engaging in
maritime security initiatives like the AMAN series of exercises. However, these initiatives
have been piecemeal, and do not form part of a concerted national strategy designed to
realise the country’s wider foreign policy objectives (Titterton & Park, 2021).

According to this study, Pakistan has the chance to unlock its marine potential and
to further strengthen its foreign policy capabilities with the help of Blue Diplomacy
(Sharma et al., 2022). When maritime diplomacy is brought in the fold of its foreign policy,
Pakistan can stand to gain economically, security and environment wise, in utmost need of
it. For example, Blue Diplomacy can help in repositioning Gawadar Port (flagship CPEC
project) as a regional maritime hub. Such collaboration will not only enhance Pakistan’s
trade and maritime security, but also further integrate into the regional economy by
working together with its neighboring countries like Iran, India, and Central Asian
Republics via the co-development of maritime projects and the co-management of sea
resources (Ahmed et al., 2023).

Its maritime resources must also be used in a sustainable manner to serve as an
engine of growth (potentially a Blue Economy), as global thinking shifts to the “responsible
use of the ocean, or blue resources, for sustainable economic growth, improved livelihoods
and jobs, and ocean ecosystem health (Bueger et al. "In doing so, this would build upon
Pakistan's wider aspirations of stimulating sustainable development and mitigating the
threats posed by climate change" (Kemp & Porter, 2020).

Conclusion Pakistan’s potential as a littoral state is vast, but the standing foreign
policy is not reaping the rewards this potential offers. Blue Diplomacy can provide Pakistan
with a pragmatic and strategic direction to enrich its economy, geopolitics and
environment. Incorporating maritime governance in its foreign policy projection, Pakistan
will be able to assume roles as a major player in the Indian Ocean and pave the way for
economic development, regional collaboration, and global assertion (Li & Zhang, 2023).
LITERATURE REVIEW
FOREIGN POLICY AND MARITIME DIPLOMACY
Maritime diplomacy is a country’s use of its sea power or naval power assets, as well as
diplomatic principles and economic warfare, in the promotion and advancement of its
national interests and foreign policies, influences, and efforts. For centuries, the diplomacy
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of the seas has developed from trading ships and militarily defending a nation’s territorial
waters to become a critical element of global foreign policy. Over the years, maritime
diplomacy has been used to promote trade, maintain maritime security, secure national
interests, and cultural diplomacy for the projection of soft power (Bueger et al., 2020).

Maritime diplomacy Maritime diplomacy is an aspect of diplomacy that deals with
maritime issues; it evolved with the need for power and wealth, has been the concern of a
researcher of international relations Francesco Saverio Nitti, who defined its characteristic
elements in the Baltic world and Islamic diplomacy - where "the sea, understood as both
roads and resources, was an indispensable strategic instrument" and it was advocated "as
an antecedent to one of the classical phenomena of maritime diplomacy."In its early
definition, maritime diplomacy was thought to mainly be in the form of naval expeditions
to open new trade routes and contact from formidable seaborne exploration, such as the
Portuguese and Spanish activity in the 15th and 16th centuries. Navies were pivotal in the
conquest of far-flung territories and the protection of trade. With the expansion of world
trade, and as naval power enhanced its importance in world affairs, in spite of the
European crisis military modernization emphasized the rise of distant and maritime
empires, namely the British Empire (Bueger and Edmunds, 2020). Satisfy Your History CAP
The British Empire - Sea Power History is littered with examples of how naval power has
the capacity to influence modern foreign policy, and the internet is heaving with articles
and opinion pieces which describe how those big bad wolf navies decibled their way into
perceptions of prestige, pride and posture (as well as, perhaps, reversing the Last Trump,
another ‘p’ - perhaps - or the key to the removal of all or some of our increasingly
unbalanced decay?)* The British Empire was a neat example (Pal 2022).

20" century The 20th century saw the development of a maritime diplomacy as an
extension of foreign policy, where naval deployment to secure supply or resolve disputes
tended to replace the deployment of the ground army and air forces, and secondly the
creation of alliance systems designed to provide security to lesser powers while using their
naval forces to project power, where 19th century railroads, steamship lines, and telegraph
systems had not connected them to the great powers in the fashion of the 20th century
norms of the era. Take the United States, for example, which has increased its Maritime
presence worldwide to shore up diplomatic relationships, protect its investments, and
preserve proxy peace (Kamp, 2021). Curtis Gibbons, Honolulu Musubi Maritime diplomacy
has transitioned from the focus of protection of routes to a broad range of regional security
arrangements, environmental protection at sea and advancement of the role of
international law at sea (see Griffiths et al. 2023).

Interplay between naval power and foreign policy constitutes an essential part of
maritime diplomacy. With states increasingly recognizing the economic and strategic
values in the maritime space, integration of naval forces into foreign policy strategies has
gained importance. Navalisation, the transformation of a country from having a modest
and primarily ‘coastal guarding’ navy, into one with significant Blue Water capabilities, is a
clear strategy employed by states in the Indo-Pacific (Sharma et al., 2021). The
incorporation of naval power as an instrument of policy, frequently articulated via joint
naval exercises, high-level bilateral diplomatic expeditions and maritime security
cooperation, signifies a bold departure in the conduct of diplomacy (Firth, 2023).

The place of the ocean economy in this integration is a pivotal one. It ranges from
shipping and offshore energy production to marine fishery and coastal tourism (Olsen &
Jensen, 2020). The economic importance of such activities has of course elevated maritime
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diplomacy onto the very core of the foreign policy agenda of a great many countries. The
geopolitical significance of these sectors is evident, given that most of the prominent
shipping routes in the world go through areas that are of critical importance for world trade
and energy flows (Harrison & Lewin, 2022). At this juncture, countries with considerable
coast should explore how they could use their maritime policies as part of broader foreign
policy reflecting a comprehensive balance between economic development and security, at
least for some time to come (Li & Zhang, 2021).

BLUE ECONOMY AND MARITIME RESOURCES

The notion of the Blue Economy has risen to prominence in the past two decades, with
international entities such as the United Nations (UN) and Organisation for Economic Co-
operation and Development (OECD) acknowledging the need to sustainably manage
resources and ecosystems of the world oceans (Zhao et al., 2021). The Blue Economy is
about using ocean resources for economic growth, improved livelihoods and jobs, while
preserving ocean and coastlines for future generations. It reinforces the concept that
oceans and their resources should not only be considered an economic resource but need
to be conserved as well for environmental reasons for now and the future (UNCTAD, 2021).

The United Nations 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, including the
Sustainable Development Goal 14 (SDG 14), seeks to conserve and sustainably use the
oceans, seas, and marine resources (OECD, 2020). Goal 14 places value on the need to
establish and develop marine industries (fishing, aquaculture, renewable energy, shipping)
in a manner consistent with the pursuit of sustainability and with a reduction in the reverse
environmental impacts of the development of such industries (Harrison & Lewin, 2022).

Blue Economy in Pakistan Pakistan, being strategically located on the Arabian Sea,
is well-poised to benefit from the Blue Economy approach (Khan et al., 2021). The country’s
EEZ totals around 240,000 square kilometers of maritime area, which includes vast
resources in fish, hydrocarbons, and the possibility of offshore renewable energy
generation. Now, given the growing global demand for marine resources, especially in
deep-sea fishing, offshore exploration for oil and gas, and marine-based tourism, Pakistan
is placed to boost its oceanic potential through optimal use of its resources (Khan and
Ahmad, 2022). But proper policy is still to evolve in the country which can truly utilize
these reserves in sustain- able manner (Gul et al., 2023).

Several studies have identified the economic value of these marine resources and
their impact on national economies (Manning, 2020). For example, millions of people
worldwide rely solely on fisheries for their livelihoods, and fisheries also have a high impact
on countries’ GDP. In Pakistan, fishing is of prime importance to the coastal communities
and the national economy, yet this sector is also confronted with over-fishing, illegal
fishing, poor regulation and unsustainable management (Shah & Ahmad, 2021).
Sustainable management for the fisheries needs to be practiced in Pakistan in order to fully
capitalize on the economic potential of isntern shel resources (Awan & Shah, 2022).

Apart from the fisheries, Offshore renewable energy resources like the wind, and
tidal energy provides a lot of scope to Pakistan for diversification and reducing traditional
fossil fuel dependency of the country. Scale of resource The offshore wind energy resource
along Pakistan’s coast is significant (World Bank, 2021). If well exploited, this could be an
important addition to the country’s renewable energy potential, besides promoting
economic development and energy security (Khan et al., 2021).

In addition, marine tourism has become a substantial industry of the Blue Economy, in
particular in the coastal areas. Pakistan’s coastal regions including Gwadar and Karachi
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have huge potential for sustainable tourism, which would not only benefit the local
population and financial bases but also would take a leap in cultural diplomatic and
international relations (Shah et al., 2022).

GEOPOLITICAL CONTEXT OF PAKISTAN

Geographically, Pakistan enjoys certain advantages and confronts several challenges in
maritime diplomacy. Situated strategically at the junction of the Indian Ocean, Pakistan is
an important actor in regional and global maritime trade (Griffiths et al., 2023). Along its
1,000-plus kilometre-long coastline, Pakistan holds critical maritime routes that are
essential to energy and trade flows in the region.

One among the principal geopolitical advantages of Pakistan is Gwadar port,
located close to the Strait of Hormuz, one of the busiest and crucial maritime routes across
the world for global oil trade (Zhang et al., 2021). The establishment of Gwadar as a
significant international port, specifically under the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor
(CPEC) has made Pakistan a key player in the regional economics and security calculus.
Gwadar: In addition to being essential for Pakistan, Gwadar not only aligns elites there but
could also serve as a crossroad of trade between China, the Middle East, Central Asia and
Africa (Ahmed & Li, 2022).

The Pakistani EEZ, covering some 240 0oo square km of ocean is rich in economic
potential, especially in regard to the exploration of offshore oil and gas. Nevertheless, the
potential of these resources is mostly unharnessed, as regulations, investment and
technology are inadequate. Further still the territorial disputes it has with India for the
Kashmir region and the Sir Creek region distract its maritime efforts (Mirza & Ali, 2021).

Apart from territorial disputes with India, Pakistan is dealing with tremendous
internal challenges in terms of maritime awareness and sea blindness. Also a sentence that
if I find in text [ would not change it., Line 144: + Despite the extensive coastline and the
geostrategic maritime location, the domestic policy of Pakistan has traditionally been
continental policy and a continental state centric policy, that is, the policy focused on the
borders with India and Afghanistan (Jameel & Khan, 2023). There is a general absence of
popular awareness and discussion of the significance of maritime to national security, and
indeed to economic growth. Pakistan requires moving from continental mindset to
maritime mindset in the entire national strategic outlook to realize potential from seas
(Mughal & Igbal, 2022).

BLUE DIPLOMACY IN GLOBAL CONTEXT

The world over, many countries have made use of Blue Diplomacy in the furtherance of
their foreign policy goals. It has particular resonance in the SIDS and coastal states where
resources from the ocean and the right to benefit from ocean industries figure so
prominently in national well-being. The United States, for example has always relied on
naval diplomacy to safeguard its maritime interests and ensure navigation on the high seas.
Through its Global Maritime Partnerships (GMP) and participation in regional forums like
the IMO, the U.S. has attempted to keep its global position in maritime governance (Kemp
& Porter, 2020).

Likewise, China, being less offensive to other parties, has tended towards Blue
Diplomacy, to exert its who force, both hard and soft, as that is what (soft) power implies in
maritime terms -in oceans and seas, such as the South China Sea. China’s increasing naval
capabilities and participation in regional maritime security mechanisms, such as the
China-ASEAN maritime cooperation, have led to a shift of balance of power in the Indo-
Pacific (Liu & Zhang, 2023). The country has also taken advantage of sea port and maritime
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trade route construction projects such as those under Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) to
expand its geopolitical presence by constructing ports and maritime trade lines along
South Asia, Africa, and Europe (Wu et al., 2021).

France and the UK in Europe had used Blue Diplomacy to further their world
leadership, particularly gunboat diplomacy in international waters and engagement with
multilateral maritime security work elsewhere” (Titterton & Park, 2021). These nations
have also utilised their seafaring heritage and marine science capabilities to enhance their
status in international policy debates concerning ocean governance, and climate change
(Evans et al., 2022).

Aligning foreign policy with the emerging global Blue Diplomacy trends poses
challenges and opportunities for Pakistan. Though the country’s maritime diplomacy is
nascent, it has benefited from the experiences of other sea faring states to evolve a holistic
and sustainable maritime strategy. Pakistan ought to concentrate on capitalizing upon its
geographical location, improving its maritime capabilities, and playing an active role in
regional maritime governance (Bueger & Edmunds, 2022).

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

CRITICAL GEOPOLITICS

Map of Pakistan’s EEZ UP after the first paragraph under Critical Geopolitics. This will
provide graphical depiction of the maritime limits of Pakistan and its geostrategic position
in the Indian Ocean. It adds a geospatial dimension to the theoretical analysis of maritime
space building and geopolitics.

Critical Geopolitics highlights that maritime spaces, including Pakistan’s EEZ, are
not just territorial claims, but constructed and contested spaces through political
negotiations, power, and discursive prisms. The map will provide the reader a perspective
of these areas in relation to Pakistan's strategic interests.

KEY CONCEPTS
BLUE DIPLOMACY
oil Access to Middje
Transportation East & Europe
Markets
Political
OBOR | CPEC
Economy
Regiqnal Silk roads
Security & initiations
stability
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Blue diplomacy is a new kind of diplomacy that utilizes the strategic potential of maritime
resources while governing the oceans, seas and waterways for diplomatic and policy aims. It
links the maritime security, economic and environmental dimensions of a country, via an
integrated foreign and security policy. While land-centric diplomacy is part of traditional
diplomacy, Blue Diplomacy reflects a recognition that in the era of globalization, maritime
space is central on the international stage, as it has become more important than ever in
trade, and also energy security, environmental and climate change issues.
Blue Diplomacy becomes a means for states to promote their maritime capacities be
these naval muscle or control over
HUNERAS marine resources in enhancing
their international relations and
their place in the geopolitical sun.
In the case of Pakistan, Blue
Length (Approx) 2,395 Km Diplomacy would advocate
= wo g Ve s improved ties with its neighbors,

Pakistan - China | Economic cnrrilln_n

Highway nsm{:m o
Gwadar - Khujerab

%;ﬁm ol regional security cooperation in
z-m(omer} WIS S one the Indian Ocean and increased
1-2m (inner) .

70- 120 koh - presence in Geneva-
Bridges, Tunnelsand R IENTS MULTAN . .

Avalanche Galeris DGK”'*NMMO headquartered international

SIS X ke forums like the International

o i Maritime Organization (IMO) or

g A wootha SUKKUR regional mechanisms like the

LARKANAL

m_ Indian Ocean Rim Association
Highway

(IORA). Moreover, it is inevitable
for Pakistan to factor Blue
Diplomacy into the foreign policy
domain so as to exploit the country’s maritime potential, including Gwadar Port
development, and maximize its say on the regional and global seas.

BLUE ECONOMY

The Blue Economy is the sustainable use of ocean resources for economic growth,
improved livelihoods and jobs, and ocean ecosystem health. It involves sectors such as
fisheries, shipping, tourism, offshore energy and marine biotechnology which are critical
to national economies, especially those of coastal and island states.

For countries such as Pakistan, the Blue Economy is also a source to explore
alternative economic activities other than those related to the landmass and slowly become
defendent towards sustainable development. May also like to read: How the Blue Economy
Will be the New Arena for CPEC However, with its strategic geographical position and rich
maritime resources, Pakistan stands to gain the most from blue economy segments like
offshore energy, marine fisheries, and ports infrastructure. Developing these industries
would not only lead to economic growth but also encourage global collaboration on
common obstacles like marine pollution, overfishing and climate change.

Furthermore, the concept of Blue Economy is closely related to SDGs, and
particularly to SDG 14 that promotes the conservation and sustainable use of oceans, seas
and marine resources for sustainable development. For Pakistan, embracing the Blue
Economy means first accepting that the ocean is an important economic territory that
needs to be responsibly managed, and that doing so would ensure that long-term economic

£ QOTURBAT SHAH

GWADAR % KARACHI s
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development is maintained simultaneously with environmental sustainability and regional
cooperation.

- APPLICATION OF CRITICAL
GEOPOLITICS IN BLUE
DIPLOMACY

Critical Geopolitics offers an apt
instrument for the examination of
Pakistan’s maritime foreign policy and
Blue Diplomacy. The theory is
especially valuable in that the emphasis
is on how political and economic power
are projected throughout and around
. maritime areas. 23 For a maritime

'l..g"re.q.u_‘___,‘- e 7,_--"nn'|1ICI||sTAu R’

BALU:eM 18T AN

—— ~ Port Oasim <300~

{’"———- ‘ S Tropic of Cancer |

| | aratins s | dependent state such as Pakistan,
—_— - : J ~ | thereby, vital geopolitical
‘| . mee® considerations  condition  how it

| » formulates and pursues its maritime

| interests. In the Blue Diplomacy
context, Critical Geopolitics helps in understanding the language and the dialogue on
Pakistan’s claims over her Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ), participation in the
international maritime law and infrastructure projects like the Gwadar Port.

Similarly, the application of Critical Geopolitics to Pakistan’s Blue Diplomacy also
helps see that the teething problems are a cause of internal and external factors. Yet,
domestic considerations color Pakistan’s commitment to the regional maritime
architecture, as India's hostile relationship with its neighbor also complicated regional
maritime coordination. Geopolitical competition over maritime SLOCs like the Strait of
Hormuz also influences how Pakistan makes its maritime foreign policy (Mirza & Ali, 2021).

As an outwardly-oriented country, Pakistan’s maritime diplomacy is defined by the
conduct and behavior of the world powers, especially China and the United States—both
of who have huge stakes in the Indian Ocean region. Pakistan also devotes its attention to
the relationship with big powers for its maritime strategies and grand maritime strategies,
and the influence of the China-Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC) on Pakistan’s maritime
strategies and international grand s trategies (Zhang & Wu, 2022). Read through the lens of
Critical Geopolitics, these relationships demonstrate how Pakistan’s maritime policies seek
to adjust the scale of national interest with regional and global geopolitical facts.

Such conflicts around maritime zones, fishing rights and offshore energy resources
are a reflection of Critical Geopolitics, as it enables one to grasp the political, ideological
and strategic rationales underpinning Pakistan’s Blue Diplomacy. Applying this theory, it
will soon become clear that (geo)maritime space is not just a physical space to be
dominated but, instead, a complex and contested geopolitical setting that is actively
produced and enacted through the means of international relations.

METHODOLOGY

RESEARCH DESIGN

Methodology This paper is based on qualitative research, which is best suited to arrange
the complex, situation-dependent phenomena of maritime diplomacy and Blue Diplomacy
in Pakistan. Qualitative research is also well-suited to capturing essentially subjective
experiences, perceptions, and meanings associated with maritime concerns and to
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"probing the social, political, and economic issues that inform the shaping of Pakistani
maritime policy. Central to selecting this qualitative design over quantitative design is the
desire to deeply explore the stories of the ‘players’ in the policy developments and
implementation as opposed to having only numerical measurements (Creswell & Poth,
2020).

Moreover, the present study is explanatory and theoretical in nature, based upon
deduction. This study is initiated with a theoretical scaffold (Critical Geopolitics), which is
employed to observe the Pakistan's maritime diplomacy and the Blue Economy. Through
empirically applying this theory, the study forges new links and contributes to a more
comprehensive understanding of how maritime spaces are constituted, contested, and
governed through diplomatic and political means.

The explanatory nature of this research permits us to assess the rationale of using maritime
resources and diplomacy as well as how Pakistan would use Blue Diplomacy to serve its
strategic interests. The theoretical framework provides a lens for the study to interpret the
results using the Critical Geopolitics perspective to examine how geopolitical forces affect
Pakistan’s foreign policy.

DATA COLLECTION

This research utilizes a combination of primary and secondary data sources to provide a
comprehensive view of Pakistan’s maritime diplomacy and Blue Diplomacy.

PRIMARY SOURCES

Expert Interviews The research is based on semi-structured interviews with relevant actors
in maritime policy and diplomacy in Pakistan. They are government officials, diplomats,
maritime professionals and experts in international affairs. Through initiation and
execution of a series of interviews with people involved in the conceptualization and
Readjustment of maritime strategies, the research thus collects first-hand insights into the
challenges, prospects, and subtleties of Pakistan’s Blue Diplomacy. The following
interviews provide an insight to Pakistan’s foreign policy thrusts and regional dispositions
with a particular focus on maritime security.

Official Reports and Policy Documents: Policy documents as well as reports of the
official Pakistan maritime agencies (such as, Ministry of the Maritime Affairs, Pakistan
Navy, and the Gwadar Port Authority) are useful sources to understand Pakistan’s maritime
intentions. These documents are national maritime policies, economic policies and
security evaluation, which set the directions of maritime diplomacy and the Blue Economy
of Pakistan, respectively.

SECONDARY SOURCES

Academic Books and Articles: The research uses papers and academic books relevant to
Blue Diplomacy, maritime security, and geopolitics to support the primary data. These
references provide a wider international backdrop that allows Pakistan’s maritime
challenges and policies to be placed in context within the prism of maritime diplomacy and
its Blue Economy.

International case studies: The research also draws on international case studies of
Blue Diplomacy in China, India, and small island developing states (SIDS). The case
studies provide comparative perspectives on how other countries have managed to
incorporate maritime strategy into their foreign policy, and the difficulties they have
encountered in balancing their maritime security needs with economic and environmental
imperatives. These comparisons help establish relevant baselines for the examination of
Pakistan’s maritime policy and strategies to enhance its own Blue Diplomacy.
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SAMPLING

The selection of participants for interviews is guided by the need to obtain insights from
those directly involved in maritime diplomacy and policy-making in Pakistan. The
sampling criteria are as follows:

Government Officials: Pakistan’s Ministry of Maritime Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, and the National Security Council are the critical people to be included. These
dominion workhorse of us here claims to be from govt and foreign office who formulate
and implement pak maritme policy a foreign policy.

Diplomats: Pakistani foreign service officers who have had experience in maritime
diplomacy or who are serving in important maritime regions (Indian Ocean, Gulf of Oman,
South Asia) are likely to guide us as to how Pakistan interacts with other countries in
maritime affairs.

Maritime Specialists: Maritime security, ocean governance, and the Blue Economy
specialists (professors and professionals) from Pakistan are selected on the basis of their
publicity in these areas. These will bring a more technical view of Pakistan’s maritime
challenges and opportunities.

International Relations: This category encompasses academics and scholars in
geopolitics, international relations and maritime studies. Importantly, they have a wider
lens on how the global geo-political landscape shapes Pakistan’s maritime diplomacy.

This purposive sampling method ensures that the study gathers insights from those
most knowledgeable about Pakistan’s maritime strategies and foreign policy decisions.
ANALYTICAL METHODS

The data collected from the primary and secondary sources will be analyzed using
thematic coding and content analysis. These qualitative methods allow the researcher
to systematically identify key themes, patterns, and concepts that emerge from the data
and relate them to the study’s research questions and theoretical framework.

THEMATIC CODING

Thematic coding will be applied to the interview transcripts and official documents to
detect patterns most common themes. Through open, axial and selective coding, themes
relating to maritime security, Blue Economy, regional cooperation and geopolitics will be
cross-analysed in order to gauge how such issues play out in Pakistan’s Blue Diplomacy.
With the help of this approach, the study will be able reveal the main motives as well as
impediments to sustainable maritime diplomacy in Pakistan.

CONTENT ANALYSIS

Meaningful information in the policy e documents, academic articles and cases would be
analysed using content analysis. Iran's and China's respective policies will be broken down
with specific references to topics such as maritime trade routes, energy security, climate
change, and international cooperation. In doing so, this analysis will examine the extent to
which Pakistan’s maritime policies are in sync with global developments in Blue Diplomacy
and the Blue Economy.

RESULTS

KEY FINDINGS

The research aimed to assess Pakistan’s maritime diplomacy, or Blue Diplomacy, and how
it can be integrated into the country’s broader foreign policy strategy. The following key
findings emerged from the study:
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Pakistan’s Blue Diplomacy: Where Does the Country Stand and How Does It Match
Its Foreign Policy Objectives?

Blue Diplomacy of Pakistan is in its infancy where different government managing
authorities about the maritime policy are least connected. There are occasional attempts at
maritime diplomacy in the form of participation in regional programs for maritime security,
joint naval exercises (for instance, AMAN series) etc., but these are ad hoc and not part of a
strategic maritime diplomacy that is closely coordinated with Pakistan s foreign policy
objectives. The national maritime diplomacy is not seamlessly dovetailed with the national
foreign policy and audio con liter 10- as such, the potential of maritime resources in
revitalizing both the economic and diplomatic strengths in country is missed (Shah et al.,
2022).

Its maritime policy is most determined by its security concerns, with an emphasis
on the containment of its geopolitical competitor India and the current discourse of
colonialism, in the Indian Ocean. Consequently, Pakistan’s foreign policy has been
predominantly land-centric with maritime concerns taking a backseat. Yet there is an
increasing awareness among the policy community of the need of incorporating maritime
diplomacy within the national security discourse. This reorientation is being reflected in
the upward Pakistan’s participation in the regional naval security mechanisms such as the
IORA (Indian Ocean Rim Association), but it is still a fragmented one (Griffiths et al.,
2023).

CHALLENGES PAKISTAN FACES

A number of hurdles hinder Pakistan’s full absorption of Blue Diplomacy in its
foreign policy. These challenges include:

Sea Blindness: A generalised maritime illiteracy and a lack of status of maritime issues
with key decision-makers and the wider public have deprived maritime diplomacy and the
formulation of a comprehensive maritime strategy of the attention they deserve. It is
compounded by a tendency to concentrate on its land based security and economic
concerns that have more mature Pakistan specific foreign policies and priorities (Ahmed &
Li, 2023).

Political Instability: The political unstable Pakistan along with its security troubles has
not been able to focus attention away from long term maritime strategic planning. The
absence of a steady political commitment to marine issues is among the factors fuelling the
deceleration of relevant policies that can support exploiting the economic benefits of the
Blue Economy (Patel & Gupta, 2021).

Resource Constraints: Pakistan has been endowed with natural wealth in the sea bed in
the shape of oil and gas, in the waters as fish stock and on the land in the form of critical
ports along the coastline including Gwadar, yet as a state it has not been able to develop or
manage these resources due to lack of investment of these precious commonwealth. The
lack of investment in marine infrastructure and the shortage of advanced technology and
high-skilled human resources have rendered the resource development and management
less effective and sustainable (Li & Zhang, 2021).

Advantages for Pakistan: There are several beleefits to Pakistan for adopting blue
diplomacy:

While Blue Diplomacy may be incorporated into the foreign policy of Pakistan, following
are the few economic and security implications that may arise:

Economic Development: With an emphasis on the Blue Economy, Pakistan can unleash
the full economic potential of its maritime resources like fishing industry, offshore energy
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industry and port expansion. Sustainable maritime industries could also help route job
opportunities, revenue sources, infrastructure developments and economic stabilisations
(Gul & Igbal, 2022).

Maritime Security: Maritime diplomacy when integrated within the foreign policy
framework can enable heightened levels of regional security, particularly in terms of
cooperation for ensuring maritime security with the adjoining nation states namely- Iran,
India and China. Shared programs of cooperative maritime security, including joint
patrolling, disaster response and the shared administration of maritime resources, mitigate
the risk of conflict and strengthen Pakistan’s position in regional geopolitics (Raza &
Tanveer, 2022).

Climate Change and Sustainability: Blue Diplomacy can also enable Pakistan to take
part in an active environmental diplomacy, especially focusing on marine pollution, coastal
erosion and the climate change. Through participating in international mechanisms and
blue carbon programmes, Pakistan can support the global cause as well as safeguard the
health of its marine ecosystems (Sharma et al., 2021).

DISCUSSION OF RESULTS

These findings are consistent with a body of work on Blue Diplomacy and the Blue
Economy. Maritime diplomacy: A rising and instrumental instrument in national foreign
policy literature Several scholars have highlighted maritime diplomacy as one such
dynamic but essential component of national foreign policy surface especially to large
coastal and strategically located states. The Blue Diplomacy has been seen in motion
through the examples of China, and India, which can be instrumental to regional power
games and development (Griffiths et al. 2023). But as regional powers these are Pakistan’s
policies are still quite underdeveloped.

The deficits which Pakistan faces, - sea blindness, domestic disturbances, paucity of
resources are no different - and they are common to other rising economies, rich in
coastlines and maritime wealth. Add to this the specific domestic political dynamics and
resource constraints of countries such as Bangladesh and Nigeria, who struggle to include
maritime diplomacy in their foreign policy framework (Bueger et al.

But with Pakistan its its geo-strategic position in the area and its presence on major
sea trade lanes like from the Strait of Hormuz to Malacca of which the whole economy is so
much dependant. This geophysical location provides Pakistan unique chances to project
maritime diplomacy in its external relations, specifically stressing on regional peace,
economic development and curbing the climate change effects. It provides Pakistan the
opportunity to shape its destiny using its the tremendous maritime resources as opposed to
the persistent rivalry and hostility and to debunk the concept of a weak-kneed Pakistan
which has not been able to bring together all of its limbs under one flag and on one page by
harnessing its capabilities for the maritime domain to go forward to contribute its part to
help define its destiny.

IMPLICATIONS OF FINDINGS

The findings of this study have significant policy implications for Pakistan’s foreign
policy and its role in regional and global geopolitics:

Enhancing Pakistan’s Foreign Policy: Another implication of the study is that Pakistan’s
maritime interests should be part and parcel of the national foreign policy. That the
maritime diplomacy would be coherent, strategic and in coherence with the country’s
geopolitical and economic interests. By emphasizing the maritime domain, Pakistan could
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defend its maritime frontiers, contain its regional hegemony and diplomatic leverage with
nearby countries (Mirza & Ali, 2021).

Enhancing Collaboration with Regional Forces: Given the strategic significance of
Pakistan’s maritime location, the study recommends Pakistan to promote cooperation with
surrounding countries in the Indian Ocean including India, Iran, and China. Collaboration
on maritime security, resource sharing, and ecological conservation may enable Beijing to
cement closer ties with Pakistan and mitigate regional rivalries (Zhang & Wu, 2022).
Future shape of Blue Diplomacy Framework: The findings indicate that there is an
imperative requirement for Pakistan to pursue its well-coordinated and multi-sectoral Blue
Diplomacy strategy and to integrate its security, economics and environmental aspects.
This should involve, besides other measures, the formulation of a national maritime policy,
provision of infrastructure necessary for a substantial maritime business, and development
of economically-viable marine sirectors (Gul and Igbal, 2022). Through such a move,
Pakistan could emerge as a regional leader on Blue Diplomacy, encouraging international
cooperation and wise maritime practices.

CONCLUSION

This work highlights the strategic significance of Blue Diplomacy to upgrade Pakistan’s
foreign policy, while considering its huge maritime potential. The study underscores
Pakistan’s strategic position on global maritime routes that offers immense potential for
economic development, regional connectivity, and environmental sustainability. Maritime
Diplomacy Major despite Pakistan cannot deny from its potential in the bracket of
maritime but because of poor maritime diplomacy, the sea blindness, political turmoil and
financial constrains, the maritime status so far look divided and the threatened.

The results indicate that incorporating Blue Diplomacy in Pakistan’s foreign policy
approach may produce dividends in a number of ways, such as boosting economic growth
by virtue of sustainable blue economy development, improving regional security through
joint maritime security projects, and promoting climate change mitigation through
sustainable ocean governance. Prioritising maritime and connecting its maritime profile
with larger political and economic goals could lead to a clearer picture of its maritime
spaces and assets, secure its maritime frontiers, develop better diplomatic relations, and
make more efficient use of the Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ) and Gwadar as a significant
endowment and diplomatic asset.

The study also makes clear that Critical Geopolitics is a significant way to analyse
why maritime spaces are strategically important - these are not purely territorial spaces,
but are the geopolitical spaces of national interest and regional power struggle. A coherent
Blue Diplomacy strategy would serve us well in Pakistan to address the current challenges
and benefit from our maritime wealth for national progress and regional peace.

In sum, Blue Diplomacy presents a crucial opportunity for Pakistan to carve out its
future role in the Indian Ocean and frame a sustainable and prosperous future in line with
its own geopolitical and economic interests.
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